I identify with the millions of
working-class white Americans
of Scots-Irish descent
who have no college degree.
To these folks, poverty is
is the family tradition—
their ancestors were day laborers

in the Southern slave economy,
sharecroppers after that, coal
miners after that, and machinists and
millworkers during more recent times.
Americans call them hillbillies, rednecks,
or white trash. I call them
neighbors, friends and family.

J.D. Vance, Hillbilly Elegy
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