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Nation-states

American conservatives take pride in their 
nation but mistrust their nation's state. 

American liberals value the state, but feel 
discomfort with the concept of “nation.” 

Yet it is the power of the state that 
makes of the nation something 
more than a phrase of speech; 
it is the idea of the nation that 

legitimates the power of the state.
David Frum, Trumpocalypse 
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